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7 A STORY WORTH THE TELLING! 

1 ANNE D fruits and vegetables again made a given publicity in their home papers, and it is 
P favorable showing in the monthly report of therefore urged that all members place this 

ent the Bureau of Labor Statistics, and again the latest information before their local editors and 

ival N.C.A. took steps to disseminate this fact to the radio stations. For that purpose, text of the 

= public. A press release was delivered to news- press release is reproduced below, and a re- 

ers, paper and radio services, and metropolitan dailies. print of this page, enclosed with this issue, is fur- 

1 be On previous releases, certain members have been nished for such individual use: 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (Aug. 25)— 


* C ost of Living g Meter Canned fruits and ‘vegetables still are 


rs. Housewife’s best buy in these 


NT PERCENT times of high prices, the ne Westone) Can- 
1 2255 f 225 ners Assoc on asserted here today. 
glas 217 If she were to consult the Federal 
de- N Government's statisties showing the 
best 5 average retail prices of foods, she 
ons, — that lower in 
eans price than any other major ca 
ly to r 1200 ot foodstuffs, the Association's Di 2 
nent 3 sion of Statistics reports. 
a The N.C.A., in commenting on the 
release esterday of official Bureau of 
ta- Labor Statistics “cost-of-living” price 
sign, 174 : 4/75 indexes, pointed out that prices of 
cus- 75 7 canned fruits and vegetables are lower 
mor 8 8 than those of other foods. In fact, the 
mer- 85 8 average price of canned fruits and 
ll of mF 158 i vegetables is well below the index of 
effi- all cost-of-living items, which was re- 
4/50 ported by the Government at 173.7 
las percent of the prewar base period 
ince- 1935-39 
If Mrs. Housewife would translate 
9 5 BLS figures into dollars and cents, the 
— — N. E. A. said, she would discover that 
125 5 2 125 foods costing $1.00 before the war 
8 1 were priced at $2.17 during July, but 
7 5 canned fruits and vegetables that cost 
PAGE i 2 $1.00 prewar were sold at retail for 
7 | only $1.58. 
In a comparison of today’ 
“Wr . 4/00 with ‘those of prewar, listed 
| Ls YEAR ees 1935-39 REPRESENTS east expensive of a . The price 
index of these canned products was 
NORMAL 2 r 157.7. Sugar, next best in the showing. 
was 170.9. 
y 7 The wide price range in food prod- 
209 uets, with meat at the top and canned 
fruits and on * is 
PRICE 2. PRICE AV. PRICE 
44 *“COST~ CANNED Ate Meats, poultry and fish............... 261.8 
299 or- FRUITS 4 OTHER Dried fruits and vegetables............. 248.0 
900 ITEMS VEGETABLES Foo Fresh fruits and vegetables....... 2258.2 
209.0 
Tue “Cost or LW˖ Nd“ Merer above illustrates Bureau of Labor Statistics retail price — — 
indexes for July, when the average retail price of all “cost of living” items reached renn ER 200.8 
300 a new all-time high of 174 percent of prewar. Canned fruits and vegetables continued Cereal, and bakery products............ 171.0 
. 800 at low price levels, with an index of only 158, while the price index for all foods sugar and sweets............. vevees O08 
. 300 reached 217. Comparable showings have been made by canned foods for many months. Canned fruits and vegetables... 167.7 


information Letter 


PROCUREMENT 


Dried Fruit Purchase Program 


The Commodity Credit Corporation 
will buy dried fruit during the 1948-49 
marketing season amounting to a 
maximum quantity of approximately 
200,000 pounds, the Department of 
Agriculture announced this week. 
Purchases will be made to prevent 
serious losses to producers as the re- 
sult of lost export markets. 

The quantity of each dried fruit 
purchased will depend upon the total 
supplies available. USDA estimated 
that maximum purchases of each 
dried fruit may approximate 85,000 
tons each of raisins and prunes, 12,000 
tons of dried figs, 6,000 tons of dried 
apricots, 5,000 tons of dried peaches, 
5,500 tons of evaporated apples (white 
stock) and 1,500 tons of dried pears. 

All fruit purchased will be of U. S. 
Grade C or better, and purchases from 
processors will be on a bid and ac- 
ceptance basis. Should purchases of 
natural condition fruit be made from 
producers, an announced price basis 
will be used. 

The fruit will be used as assistance 
to and for relief feeding in foreign 
countries, and for school lunch and in- 
stitutional feeding in this country. 


Invitations to Bid 


0 Quartermaster Purchasing Ochees III East 
Loth Street, New York J. N. V.; 1819 West 
Pershing Road, Chicago 9, III.: Onkland Army 
Base, Oakland 14, Calif. (Western Branch). 
Veterans Administration Procurement Divi- 
sion, Veterans Administration Building, Wash- 
ingten 25, D. C. 
The Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act will 
apply to all operations performed after the date 
notice of award if the total value of a con- 
tract is $10,000 or over. 
The Army has invited sealed bids to 


furnish the following: 

CANNED Bacon (sliced)—410,000 
pounds in 24-oz. cans, 307 x 509. Bids 
due at Chicago under serial No. QM- 
11-183-49-146 by Aug. 31. 

EVAPORATED MILK—82,689, cases of 
14%-oz. cans. Bids due at Chic 
under serial No. QM-11-183-49-165 by 
Aug. 31. 

CANNED TUNA—106,668 dozen No. 
% cans. Bids due at Oakland under 
serial No. QM-04-493-49-48 by Aug. 
31. 


CANNED PEAS—12,000 dozen No. 2 
cans. Bids due at Chicago under 
= No. QM-11-183-49-153 by Aug. 

i. 


CANNED APPLE JuUICE—1,458 No. 10 
cans. Bids on this item, as well as 
quantities of beverage bases and steak 
sauces, due at Oakland under serial 
No. QM-04-493-49-51 by Sept. 1. 

EVAPORATED MILK—6,282 cases of 
14%-oz. cans. Bids due at Chic 
under serial No, QM-11-183-49-176 
by Sept. 3. 


CANNED CARROTS—269,000 dozen 
No. 2 and 37,525 dozen No. 10 cans. 
Bids due at Chic under serial No. 
QM-11-183-49-128 by Sept. 3. 

BLUEBERRIES (water pack)—11 
dozen No. 10 cans. Bids due at Chi- 
cago under serial No. QM-11-183-49- 
118 by Sept. 9. 

EVAPORATED MILK—289,448 cases of 
14%-oz. cans. Bids due at Chic 
under serial No. QM-11-183-49-163 by 
Sept. 8. 

CANNED PUMPKIN — 10 
No. 2% and 4,272 dozen No. 10 cans. 
Bids due at Chic under serial No. 
QM-11-183-49-105 by Oct. 12. 

CANNED APPLESAUCE—18,575 dozen 
No, 2 and 14,050 dozen No. 10 cans. 
Bids due at Chic under serial No. 
QM-11-183-49-106 by Oct. 15. 

CANNED APPLES—34,207 dozen No. 
2 and 25,688 dozen No, 10 cans. Bids 
due at Chicago under serial No. QM- 
11-188-49-107 by Oct. 15. 

CANNED APPLESAUCE—5,958 dozen 
No. 2 and 750 dozen No. 10 cans. Bids 
due at Chicago under serial No. QM- 
11-188-49-108 by Oct. 15. 

CANNED APPLES—1,166 dozen No. 10 
cans. Bids due at Chicago under 
— No. QM-11-183-49-109 by Oct. 


2 dozen 


Army Contract Awards 


The following contract awards for 
canned foods have been announced: 
Canned Snap Beans 
(Awarded by Chicago, Bid No. OM 11 183 48 872) 
Quantity (doz.) Price F. O. B. Point 


3,000 No. 10 (d) $7.25 Ozark, Ark. 
23,334 No. 2 (d) 1.55 “Baltimore, Md. 


Canned Tomato Juice 
(Awarded by Chicago, Bid No.QM-11-183-48--074) 
Quantity (doz.) Price F. O. Point 
2,400 No. 10 (d) $4.00 » Ontario, N. Y. 


Canned Tomato Juice 
(Awarded by Chicago, Bid No. OM-11 183-40 55) 
Quantity (doz.) Price F. O. ñ. Point 


10,000 46-02. (% $2.54 Mira Loma, Calif. 
203 Mira Loma, Calif. 
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50,000 No. 2 (e 1.239 New Cumberland, Pa. 
20,000 No. 2 (%% 1.1764 Mira Loma, Calif. 
4,206 46 os. (d). 2.321 8. Schenectady, N. v. 
120,000 No.2 (e 1.27 Auburn, Wash. 
180,000 No. 2 (% 1.185 Mira Loma, Calif. 
75,000 46-02. (e) 2.45 New Cumberland, Pa. 
6, 168 46-02. (e) 2.16 Columbus, Ohio 
52,889 No.2 ( 1.10 Columbus, Ohio 


Canned RSP Cherries 
(Awarded by Chicago, Bid No, QM-11-183-49-41) 
Quantity (doz.) Price F. O. B. Point 


2,000 No. 10 (e $12.54 New Cumberland, Pa. 
1,722 No 12.58 8. Schenectady N. v. 
Belle Bluff, Va. 


2.52 8. Schenectady, N. Y. 
8,351 No. 2 (d) 2.54 Belle Bluff, Va. 
0,754 No. 2 (d) 2.60 San Antonio, Tex 
8,842 No. 2 (d) 2.60 Lyoth, Calif 
10, 738 No. 2 (d) 2.00 Atlanta, Ga. 

1,003 No. 10 (d) 12.40 Columbus, Ohio 


(d) domestic; (e) export; » canner's plant. 


SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM EXPECTED TO EQUAL 1947-48 


Canned Tomatoes, Tomato Juice 
And Fruit Juices Bought 
By USDA Last Year 


With the school year about to begin, 
the Department of Agriculture has 
estimated that participation in the 
National School Lunch Program dur- 
ing 1948-49 will equal that of the last 
school year, when approximately 
707,750,000 lunches were served to 
6,016,129 children. 


The Agriculture Department re- 
ports that 45,610 public and nonprofit 
private schools in 48 States, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
participated in the school lunch pro- 
gram last year. 


Foods purchased by USDA with 
annual school lunch appropriations 
and distributed in quantity directly 
to the States in 1947-48 included 
canned tomatoes, tomato juice, and 
concentrated orange juice. The States 


also received quantities of canned 
fruit juice purchased under the Gov- 
ernment’s price support program. 


In charge of purchase operations 
for USDA is Charles Kunkel, As- 
sistant Director of the Fruit and 
Vegetable Branch, Production and 
Marketing Administration. 


Congress appropriated $70 million 
for the 1947-48 school lunch program, 
and for this year the appropriation is 
$75 million. This sum, administered 
by PMA, is one part of the national 
program. From it, direct cash grants 
are apportioned to State school lunch 
programs through State Departments 
of Education. A total of $58,000,000 
has been apportioned to the States. 


Additional costs of the program are 
met by State and local appropriations, 
and by money paid for lunches by 
the children. The National School 
Lunch Act requires that Federal 
grants be matched by funds from 
sources within the State. 


0 
) 
0 
I 
8 
} 


074) 


—48 


nned 
Gov- 
n. 


tions 
As- 
and 
and 


illion 
ram, 
on is 
tered 
ional 
rants 
unch 
nents 
0,000 
es. 


ss by 
chool 
deral 
from 


August 28, 1948 


PERSONNEL | 


E. F. Phelps Joins Wholesaler 


Edward F. Phelps, Jr., wartime Di- 
rector of OPA’s Food Price Division, 
has resigned his position with the 
National-American Wholesale Gro- 
cers’ Association, effective September 
1, to return to the wholesale grocery 
business. 

Mr. Phelps served four years in 
Washington, where he participated in 
the development and administration 
of nearly all of the Government’s 
wartime food price controls. Also, 
he has written many articles for food 
trade publications and has addressed 
a number of food trade gatherings. 

Since August, 1946, Mr. Phelps has 
served as assistant secretary of 
NAWGA, which announced his resig- 
nation, 


Association Officers 


California Sardine Products Institute 


Officers of the California Sardine 
Products Institute elected at its an- 
nual meeting are as follows: 


President—Phelps Hollywood, At- 
lantie Coast Fisheries Co., Monterey; 
first vice president—D. T. Saxby, 
California Packing Corporation, San 
Francisco; second vice — 
G. Burnette, Richmond Fisheries, Inc., 
Richmond; secretary—W. O. Lunde, 
Hovden Food Products Corp., Mon- 
terey; assistant secretary—A. B. Sin- 
nott, San Francisco; and treasurer— 
A. I. Mendonca, F. E. Booth Co., Ine., 
San Francisco. 


DEATH 


Charles A. Burckhardt Dies 


Charles A. Burckhardt, 79, presi- 
dent of the Lake Washington Ship- 
yards and businessman long active in 
Alaska salmon cannery operations, 
died suddenly August 23 in Seattle. 
He was a former president of the As- 
sociation of Pacific Fisheries and 
chairman of the advisory board of the 
Northwest Branch, National Canners 
Association, and was a member of the 
N.C.A. Board of Directors in 1925-27. 

Mr. Burckhardt was born in Port- 
land, Ore., September 19, 1868, and 
was prominent in the civic and polit- 
ical life of that city. He entered the 
salmon canning business in 1906, oper- 
ating out of Seattle, and was active in 


Waring Booked for 1949 
Canners Convention 


Fred Waring and his Pennsyl- 
vanians have n booked for a 
special appearance at the 1949 

anners Convention in Atlantic 
City, according to an announce- 
ment by the Canning Machinery 

& Supplies Association, 
ization 


This celebrated o 

of musicians and entertainers 
will stage a 2-hour musical ex- 
travaganza starting at 9 p.m. 
Tue 3 January 18, in the 


Grand Ballroom of Convention 
Hall. Tickets for the program 
will be distributed by the 


CM&SA exhibitors at their 
individual booths during the 
Convention. 


the industry until about 1937. He had 
a shipbuilding plant during World 
War I, and in 1928 organized the Lake 
Washington Shipyards, which was en- 
gaged in ship construction and repair 
work and was particularly active dur- 
ing World War II. 

He is survived by his wife, Phoebe 
— 4 and one daughter, Mrs. Nan 


PUBLICITY 


Additional Publicity Given 
to Canned Foods Prices 


Several members have been placing 
before their local newspaper and ra- 
dio editors the facts about the position 
of canned foods on the market, as re- 
ported by the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, and carried by the Association 
in the INFORMATION LETTER and in 
press releases. Some publicity has 
been the reward of such efforts, as 
reported in recent issues of the Let- 
TER. 


The most recent reports of use of 
this material came from Wenatchee 
Foods, Inc., Wenatchee, Wash., to the 
effect that it was brought to the at- 
tention of The Wenatchee Daily 
World and was made the subject of 
an editorial in the August 19 issue 
of that newspaper. Campbell Soup 
Company also reports use of the ma- 
terial in three of the Camden, N. J., 
newspapers, and Charles G. Summers, 
Jr., Inc., and the Hungerford Packing 
Co., Inc., report that the story was 
published in the York, Pa. Gazette. 


STATISTICS 


Stocks of Canned Corn 


August 1, 1948, canners’ stocks and 
shipments of canned corn with com- 
parisons, as compiled by the Associ- 


ation’s Division of Statistics, are 
shown below: 
Canned Corn Stocks and Shipments 

1946-47 1047-48 
(Casea—basis 24 /2's) 

Canner Stocks, Aug. 1... 266, 000 188, 000 

Shipments during July... 531,000 348,000 

Shipments, Aug. 1 to 

29,515,000 26, 167,000 


Canned Baby Food Statistics 


Details of the canned baby food sup- 
ply, stock and shipment situation, as 
reported by the Association’s Division 
of Statistics, are presented in the fol- 
lowing table: 


Baby Food Supply, Stocks and Shipments 
1947 1948 
(Thousands of dozens) 
Canner Stocks, Jan. 1. 61,613 49,687 
Pack, Jan. through July 40,487 59,724 
102,060 109,411 
Canner Stocks, Aug. 1.... 49,1038 36,838 
Canner Shipments, July... 9,610 10,101 
Canner Shipments, Jan. 
62,947 72,678 
Shipments of Glass Containers 


Shipments of glass containers in 
July totaled 7,803,000 gross, approxi- 
mately equal to June shipments but 
9 percent less than shipments in July, 
1947, according to the Bureau of Cen- 
sus, Commerce Department. 


CONGRESS 


Citrus Subcommittee Named 


At the request of Senator Pepper 
of Florida, Chairman Capper of the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture has 
appointed a two-man subcommittee to 
investigate citrus production distribu- 
tion, and marketing. The subcommit- 
tee is composed of Senators Aiken of 
Vermont, and Pepper. 

According to a statement issued by 
Senator Pepper, the subcommittee will 
hold hearings sometime soon, and its 
study will be in conjunction with the 
industry and state officials. 
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"EUROPEAN RECOVERY 


MEETINGS 
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ERP SUPPLIES TO BEAR EMBLEM SHOWING U. S. ORIGIN 


Suppliers Will Attach Shields 
On Containers and Cases 
Purchased by ECA 


Suppliers from whom the United 
States orders shipments for the Euro- 
pean Recovery Program will be asked 
to label their recovery goods with an 
emblem designed to emphasize to the 
people of Europe that such materials 
are supplied by the U. 8. 


The purpose is to have the emblem 
appear wherever practicable on ship- 
ping cases, boxes, crates, barrels, 
casks, bales, bags, etc., as well as on 
the goods themselves. Although the 
emblem is red, white and blue, it may 
be stenciled in black and white on 
shipping cases, and should be twice the 
size of the lettering on the cases. 


This matter of labeling is being dis- 
cussed with representatives of each 
participating country now receiving 
aid through the Economic Cooperation 
Administration. Each is being re- 
quested to review its pending transac- 
tions even though the goods may al- 
ready have been ordered, and to try 
to have them labeled with the special 
insignia. 

It is anticipated that each partici- 
pating country at the time it issues 
an import license to an importer will 
issue instructions pursuant to the reg- 
ulation covering labeling of ECA 
goods. The foreign importer then 
will make it one of the terms of the 
purchase contract. The actual label- 
ing and marking of cases will be done 
by the supplier in the United States. 


ECA will attempt to familiarize 
firms in the business of making labels, 
decals, etc. with the ECA emblem and 
to have them solicit this business from 
American suppliers. 


By arrangement through the Post 
Office, all individual gift parcels on 
which the ECA pays ocean transpor- 
tation will be so labeled, as well as 
CARE packages and individual gift 
packages purchased through stores. 


The most obvious purpose is for 
identification which will facilitate pub- 
licity in connection with ECA ship- 
ments. It will also provide some as- 
sistance in following ECA goods. 
Paul G. Hoffman, ECA Administrator, 
has stated: 


“We intend to see that the people 
of the 16 European countries we are 
helping to put back on their feet know 
the extent of the help being rendered 


FOR EUROPEAN RECOVERY 


SUPPLIED BY THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


The emblem above will be displayed 
wherever practicable on all supplies un- 
der the European Recovery Program. 
The shield is composed of four white 
stars on a blue background with 13 verti- 
cal red and white stripes. 


and of the fact that this assistance is 
coming from the United States. This 
emblem will aid us greatly in our 
work.” 


Georgia Canners Association 


The Georgia Canners Association 
will meet December 2-3 at the Hotel 
DeSoto, Savannah, Ga., it has been 
announced by R. A. Burns, secretary. 


Utah Canners Association 


The 37th annual convention of the 
Utah Canners Association will be held 
in Salt Lake City at the Hotel Utah 
March 4 and 5, 1949, it has been an- 
nounced by Harvey F. Cahill, secre- 
tary. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Small Business Management 


Problems to be met by the small 
business man in financing a new busi- 
ness enterprise, or in obtaining addi- 
tional capital for a business already 
established, are outlined in a new 
pamphlet, “The Small Business Man 
and Sources of Loans,” just issued by 
the Department of Commerce. The 
pamphlet was written with emphasis 
on small business needs and to assist 
the small business man who is not fully 
acquainted with the sources of loan 
capital. 
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